
 
GOTV Messaging 

There are Three Methods of Voting In North Carolina 
The North Carolina Coordinated Campaign will be doing everything in its capacity to make sure 
that every Democratic voter in the state is able to cast their vote in the 2020 general election. 
There are three methods of voting in North Carolina that are easy, safe, and secure. These are:  

● Vote-By-Mail 
● Early Vote 
● Election Day  

 

Voting in North Carolina is Easy, Safe, and Secure  
At every level of the campaign, our message around voting should emphasize that every 
method of voting is easy, safe, and secure. This means that no method of voting is the 
“safest” way to vote, and nowhere in our campaign should we use that message.  
 

Every Voter Should Make a Plan to Vote Right Now 
As we continue our persuasion and turnout conversations, we should make sure that every 
organizer and volunteer is equipped to provide information on each voting method. Every 
conversation with a supportive voter should end with that voter making a plan to vote, and with 
that vote plan being recorded using the “Vote Method” survey question in Votebuilder.  

 
 

We Want Democratic Voters to Vote Early 
The Coordinated Campaign will encourage North Carolina voters to make a plan to vote using 
the method that makes the most sense for them. We will not be specifically encouraging voters 
to vote-by-mail over in-person voting. However, we will be encouraging voters to vote as early 
as possible, whether by mail or early vote. Our program will be successful if we are able to 
bank the vast majority of our Democratic votes before Tuesday, November 3.  
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Voter ID 
A photo ID is not required to vote in a North Carolina election. However, people who are 
first-time voters in their county should bring some proof of address. That can be a 
government-issued ID, a government document or check, paystub, utility bill, or bank statement.  
 
Election-Day Voting 
A voter may vote in-person on Election Day (Tuesday, November 3, 2020). This entails 
presenting at your specific precinct polling place and casting your vote on Election Day. Polls 
are open 6:30 am to 7:30 pm. A voter’s precinct polling place should appear on the Virtual 
Phone Bank page, but voters can also find their precinct polling place here. 
 
Early Voting 
A voter may vote in-person during the one-stop absentee (early) voting period from October 15 - 
October 31. This entails present at any early voting location in the voter’s county of residence, 
and casting a ballot in person.  
 
Vote-By-Mail  
The biggest advantage of voting by mail is that you never have to leave home to cast your 
ballot. In order to vote-by-mail, you must request your ballot by Tuesday, October 27th and 
return your ballot to your County Board of Elections by Election Day (Nov. 3). But we 
recommend that voters request and vote their mail ballots as early as they can and at least 
three weeks before Election Day. If, for whatever reason, a voter requests a mail ballot and then 
decides to vote in person, they absolutely can without an excuse. 
 
There are four easy steps to voting-by-mail: 
 

1. Request your ballot. You can request your ballot by filling out an Absentee Ballot 
Request Form. Once you’ve completed the form, you can send it to your County Board 
of Elections by mail, fax, or email. Your County Board’s address, fax number, and email 
address can be found here.  

2. Vote your ballot in front of a witness. Once you receive your ballot in the mail, find 
someone eighteen or older to serve as your witness,vote for the candidates of your 
choice, and place your ballot in the provided return envelope. 

3. Sign and have your witness the envelope form. Once you’ve sealed your ballot in the 
return envelope, you and your witness must complete the form on the back of the 
envelope. You must sign the form and your witness must sign and provide their printed 
name and address. 

4. Return your ballot. You can return your ballot to your County Board of Elections by 
mail, or in-person at the County Board office or any early voting site. You can check that 
your ballot has been received and accepted by searching for your name at 
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/ and scrolling to “Absentee Request” [note: this record will 
not appear until your completed ballot is received by the County Board]. 
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https://vt.ncsbe.gov/PPLkup/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Forms/NCAbsenteeBallotRequestForm.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Forms/NCAbsenteeBallotRequestForm.pdf
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/BOEInfo/PrintableVersion/
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/

